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INTRODUCTION 
In a world of depleting resources, the transition to sustainable consumption 

is not an option. It is a must. It is no wonder, therefore, that the transition to 

green consumption is a key element in the decision of the government of Israel 

to prepare a national green growth strategy for the coming decade and in the 

discussions of the tri-sectoral round table which was established to formulate 

the strategy. 

Israel is now grappling with the question of how best to motivate sustainable 

consumption. The question is not simply answered. While the country has introduced 

a host of regulations, standards and incentives to promote sustainable production 

patterns through the years, the move toward more sustainable consumption 

patterns is only now beginning. 

It is well-recognized that changes in consumption patterns affect the market as 

a whole, bringing in their wake changes in producer behavior, greener products 

and services, eco-labeling, green public procurement and more. One of the 

foremost levers for change which was identified within the framework of round 

table discussions on green consumption is green procurement. Recommendations 

call for major public procurement contracts to incorporate environmental criteria 

including internalization of costs and benefits throughout the life cycle of the 

product, post-use recycling by the supplier, obligatory “green label” accreditation, 

and preference for bidders who integrate eco-innovation in their products or 

services. Another vital recommendation calls for the provision of accessible, clear 

and reliable information to households and individuals on green products and 

services, without “greenwashing.”
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GREEN PROCUREMENT
The share of public procurement in gross domestic 

product (GDP) in Israel was 10.24% in 2010, making 

the public sector a key player in catalyzing the demand 

for green products and services. In recognition of the 

potential impact of green procurement on the supply 

of green products, on the development of green 

markets, and on the behavior of both public and 

private consumers, the Ministry of Environmental Protection is formulating a national 

green procurement action plan based on legislative reforms, training of procurement 

officers and the integration of green building in all new government building. 

In order to impact on the creation of markets for green products and services and to 

serve as an example of sustainable consumption, a Greening the Government initiative 

was launched in Israel in 2009. The government decision that accompanied the initiative 

defines quantitative targets on environmental efficiency, reduction of resource consumption 

and a transition to renewable resources.

A central component of the initiative is green public procurement, in cooperation with 

three major administrations in the Finance Ministry which deal with purchasing, housing 

and vehicles. Product sheets with environmental criteria have already been prepared for 

twenty products and services which will be integrated in relevant tenders, from paper 

and printers to furniture and cleaning services, and environmental criteria have been 

integrated in a government tender for recycled paper and for energy-efficient computers. 

At the same time, maximum pollution levels are integrated in tenders for government 

vehicles, with preference given to fuel-thrifty cars. 

The ripple effect of green procurement is beginning to be felt in other sectors, whether 

local authorities or major organizations. 

The public sector 
is a key player in 
catalyzing demand 
for green products 
and services
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GREEN BUILDING
In Israel, a country characterized by one of the highest rates of population growth in 

the Western world and by ever increasing demands for construction, green building is 

an essential component of green consumption. 

Recognition of the centrality of green building to sustainable development has led the 

Ministry of Environmental Protection to promote a multi-faceted green building plan, in 

cooperation with stakeholders from every sector. A key element in the program is a newly 

revised green building standard, which applies both to new buildings and to building 

renovations and encompasses nine fields: energy, land, water, building materials, health 

and welfare, waste, transport, construction site management and innovation.

The push for green building in Israel and worldwide was catalyzed by the climate crisis 

and the economic crisis. Most notably, studies have shown that buildings account for 

some 60% of total electricity consumption in Israel. It is no wonder, therefore, that green 

building is also a major element in Israel’s greenhouse gas reduction plan. 

While government is leading the way and the 

Government Housing Administration has committed 

to implementing Israel’s green building standard 

in all new government construction and major 

renovation, local authorities are, without a doubt, 

the major players in the transition to green building. Several municipalities have already 

taken the lead and, most recently, the mayors of 15 major municipalities in Israel decided 

that all new construction in their cities will be based on green building principles. 

The environmental impacts of the building sector are enormous, especially in a dense 

country such as Israel, in which some seven million square meters of buildings are added 

every year. With the help of green building, it is possible to reduce 10% of Israel’s water 

consumption and 30% of its electricity consumption – bringing about savings of billions 

of shekels to the Israeli economy in terms of reduced air pollution, water and energy 

consumption and waste. 

Green building is an 
essential component 
of green consumption
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LET’S THINK GREEN CAMPAIGN:
TOWARD A SUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLE 
A widescale campaign to promote an environmental lifestyle in Israel was launched by 

the Ministry of Environmental Protection in January 2011, with full media coverage – 

television, radio, press, billboards and a dedicated website (www.greenlife.gov.il). It 

uses traditional marketing tools, which have proved successful in product marketing, to 

achieve the opposite result – to reduce rather than to increase consumption. With the 

help of a well-known celebrity, a dose of humor and a positive psychology approach, the 

campaign is beginning to convince individuals and businesses that a few simple actions 

every day can both protect the environment and save money. 

The campaign is based on the simple fact that daily 

actions affect the environment – what we eat, how 

we shop, how we work, and how we move from 

place to place. Therefore, it uses clear messages with simple advice on five main topics 

– paper savings, eco-driving, responsible food consumption, cleanliness in public areas 

and electricity savings. A new subject – green building – will join the list in 2012. 

The challenge today is to translate the slogan of the campaign, “Let’s Think Green,” 

into practice. 

EDUCATION TOWARD SUSTAINABILITY
Alongside information campaigns, Israel has invested major resources over the past decade 

in greening its schools, from kindergarten to university, not only through environmental 

studies but through environmental action. The Green School program encourages schools, 

with the cooperation of administration, students, parents and community, not just to 

teach environmental subjects but to act in a sustainable manner, to conserve resources, 

and to advance eco-efficiency. 

Based on the recognition that education is a prerequisite for sustainability, a comprehensive 

new program was launched in 2010 to integrate sustainable development into the 

educational system. The hope is that as more and more schools go green, a generation 

that is committed to the ideals of sustainability will emerge. 

Daily actions affect 
the environment

http://www.greenlife.gov.il
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WITH AN EYE TO THE FUTURE
Doing more with less is at the core of sustainable consumption. Israel, a country with 

scant natural resources, is well-acquainted with the challenge. In fact, scarcity of water, 

energy and land resources proved to be an impetus for the development of cutting 

edge technologies in Israel in a wide variety of fields, including drip irrigation, seawater 

desalination, water reclamation, desert agriculture and alternative energy.  

In recent years, Israel has invested increased efforts in motivating changes in consumer 

behavior through a range of means. One is green taxes. Since 2009, as part of a green tax 

reform, differentiated purchase taxes have been imposed on vehicles based on a green 

index. Every vehicle model is accompanied by a green mark based on the emission of air 

pollutants and greenhouse gases so that purchasers of “cleaner” vehicles pay less tax.  

Other initiatives are focusing on environmentally-friendly transport, with two successful 

projects launched in 2011. One is a rent-a-bike scheme in Tel Aviv which offers hundreds 

of bikes for rent at stations dispersed conveniently throughout the city. Another is a fast 

lane on the Jerusalem-Tel Aviv highway which serves public transportation and high-

occupancy vehicles and is available to private vehicles based on a dynamic toll, which is 

collected electronically and increases with traffic congestion. An important part of the 

project is free parking and a free shuttle service to the main business centers of Tel Aviv 

from a park-and-ride lot situated at the beginning of the fast lane. 

Numerous initiatives based on informational, regulatory and economic tools have 

been launched in recent years by government, local authorities and non-governmental 

organizations, both individually and in partnership, to promote sustainable consumption in 

Israel. They range from green procurement to green building, from information campaigns 

to eco-labeling, from energy efficiency standards to green taxes.  All are facilitating the 

move to more sustainable consumption patterns in Israel and paving the way toward a 

more sustainable future. 
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http://old.sviva.gov.il/bin/en.jsp?enPage=e_homePage

